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RECTAL FISTULA. 
By CHAS. L. TISDALE, M. D., ALAMEDA, CAL. 


Of all the many diseases to which the human rectum is 
liable, fistula is the most serious and, as far as my experience 
goes, the most difficult to treat successfully. 

Although you are all perfectly familiar with the causes of 
fistula, and the various forms in which it appears, it may not 
be inappropriate to briefly review them at this time. 

There are three forms of fistulae recognized by surgeons: 
the external blind, internal blind, and complete tistula. 

The first is where an abscess forms outside the rectum, 


and burrows through the tissue toward the rectal wall, but ~ 


never penetrates entirely into the rectum. : 


The second is where an acute inflammation of the mucous - 


membrane resulting in ulceration eats through the muscular 
wall of the rectum until a sinus is formed, which, however, 
does not reach the integument. 

The complete fistula is, as its name implies, a sinus clear 
through from the surface on the outside to the rectum with- 
in, making a complete channel communicating with the in- 
testine at one end, and the skin at the other. The most 
frequent form found is the internal blind, in which the canal 
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a knife; introducing a rubber ligature, and permitting it to 


-proval of many eminent surgeons. The great disideratum is 


‘one particle remains, just so long will pus be formed, and 


some cases with marked success, and certainly, where we 
‘can succeed in this way it has many advantages in operating 


“in the external blind variety of fistula, although I have had 
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communicates with the intestine, but has not yet extended 
to the surface of the body. | 

Just within the sphincters is the most common site of the 
opening, as there the natural constriction of the rectum per- 
mits the lodgment of foreign material, which soon sets up 
an inflammation that may result in a fistulous opening: this 
canal allows the entrance of fecal matter and other substan- 
ces, which, if permitted to remain, will eventually force an 
opening entirely through, resulting in the complete form of 
the disease. This gives rise to the most unpleasant and em- 
barrassing consequences to the sufferer. 

The frequent passage of gas and foul matter through the 
canal renders him constantly miserable, while the irritation of 
the parts bathed in the secretions which exist in every fis- 
tula, and the discomforts experienced in walking and sitting 
make life anything but a pleasure. 

Of course the most interesting question is that of treat- 
ment. Like almost every other medical or surgical subject, 
the plans proposed for relief are numerous, and many of 
them radically dissimilar. Cutting the fistula through with 


force its own way out; and injecting some drug that will 
destroy the pyogenic membrane, and allow the canal to close 
by healthy granulation, are all methods which have the ap- 


to entirely destroy this pyogenic membrane, for so long as 


the sinus refuse to heal. _ 

The injection method of cure for a time had a large num- 
ber of advocates, but I think the high percentage of miser- 
able failures has discouraged those who formerly were loud — 
in its praise. I have used the injection frequently, and in 


On nervous persons, who have a holy horror of anything 
which savors of cutting. The injection has served me best 


some success in the complete form of the disease. The 
manner of procedure is as follows: Thoroughly irritate the 
canal with a probe, in order to break up the lining mem- 


& 


| 
| 
: 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ii 
f 
a8) 
| 


RecTAL FIsSTuLA. 195 


brane as much as possible. Then inject through a canula a 
solution of carbolic acid full strength, holding one finger 


over the internal opening of the sinus in the complete form, 
to prevent the introduction of the acid into the rectum. 
The next day I inject 20 to 30 minims of Sanders’ eucalypti, 
in the same manner. This needs to be repeated three or 
four times, at intervals of a few days. 

As I have remarked, in many cases this treatment is suc- 
cessful, but in the great majority of cases only a partial cure 
will follow, and some other more thorough plan will have to 
be resorted to. 

The operation with the knife is doubtless perfectly famil- 
iar to every one present, and by a large proportion of sur- 
geons is considered the only radical means of curing this 
distressing malady. I only wish to say a word by way of 
caution to those who have had but little experience in cutting 
out fistula. While it is absolutely necessary to remove all 
the diseased tissue, you must be careful not to cut away too 
much that is healthy, as the resulting cicatrix may so con- 
strict the rectum, and particularly the anal portion, that 
serious inconvenience will ensue. Another calamity that 
may befall you is that the wound will not heal readily and 
non-union will give an imperfect sphincter, than which noth- 
ing can be more disgustingly embarrassing. With proper 
precaution, however, the operation with the knife is a safe 
and usually successful means of cure. But of all the differ- 
ent plans proposed for the relief of fistula my choice lies in 
favor of the ligature. Of course, I qualify this statement by 
saying that in many of the cases that come under my obser- 
vation it is impossible to successfully apply the ligature, 
and I am, therefore, compelled to use the knife, or depend 
upon the injection method; but where the application of the 
ligature is not too difficult, or for some reason thought inad- 
visable, I would give it the preference in the majority of 
Operations for fistula. My manner of procedure is as fol- 
lows: Thread a long, malleable probe with a strong, new, 
rubber ligature, and pass it up through the sinus into the 
rectum, turn the probe and pass it out at the anus; then 


remove the probe, and slip a good sized lead shot upon both 


ends of the ligature; put the rubber upon the stretch as 
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much as possible, and with a pair of pinchers close the 
bullet upon the ligature up against the external orifice of 
the fistulous canal. It is often well to slip a good sized 
washer between the bullet and the integument, as the small 
size of the bullet sometimes permits it to penetrate the sinus, 
causing much unnecessary distress, and allowing the ligature 
to become slightly slack. 

The tension of the rubber is so great that in — four to 
eight days it will have cut completely through, from within 
outward, and not only will the fistula have been cut through, 
but the length of time required for the operation will allow 
the wound to heal behind the ligature, so that by the time 
the sinus has been cut out, healthy granulation has become 
established, and another week generally completes the cure. 
This method does not possess the uncertainty of the injec- 
tion, neither can the danger attending the use of the knife 
be urged against it. In short, of all the different methods 
suggested for the cure of fistule, I believe the rubber liga- 
ture should be placed in the front rank. | 


NOTES ON RECTAL SURGERY. 
By M. C. F, LOVE, M.D., SAN FRANCISCO. 


Among the many things of interest and profit which I saw 
during my sojourn in Gotham, my clinics with Dr. Chas. B. 
Kelsey were, I think, the most instructive. 

He is quite an enthusiast over the clamp and cautery oper- | 
ation for hemorrhoids, both external and internal, and judg- 
ing from what I saw then, and have since experienced, I do 
not wonder at his enthusiasm. He uses a modification of 
Smith’s clamp, called the Kelsey clamp, which is lighter and 
simpler; the latest pattern is without serrated edges, and 
can be taken completely apart, making it thoroughly asep- 
tic. Of course the clamp is not applicable to every case, 
but for the external variety and large internal, which are 
within the grasp of the sphincter, its advantages are vely 
great over the ligature. The result is the same with both 
methods—cure—but the comfort of the patient is something 
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different. I was deeply impressed with one operation in : e 
particular. Case: A young man who had been suffering ¥ 
from constant loss of blood at stool for several months, was i 
really incapacitated for work through loss of blood. Exam- if 
ination revealed one large tumor partly external. Cocaine 1s 
4 per cent. sol. was injected into the integument near the an 
tumor, the tumor grasped with a vulsella, drawn down, and a4 
a slight incision made in the integument to limit the appli- nt 
cation of the clamp. The clamp was applied, the tumor cut 4 
off, and the thermo-cautery applied till all bleeding ceased. a 
One delicate feature of the operation is in letting up on the at 
pressure just enough to see if the bleeding vessels are well af 
seared without letting it slip out of the clamp beyond con- Hf, 
trol. If no bleeding follows the slight opening of the clamp, ry 
it is removed. 1 


The patient complained of no pain during the operation, 
and reported every other day, for ten days, when he was dis- 
charged practically well. He had defecated every day with- 
out pain, or loss of blood. ‘The pain in the back was gone, 
and the man ready to resume his work. There were other ee 
cases who were given an anesthetic, all reported no pain 
after the operation, and daily evacuations without pain. It 
is usual to give a small dose of compound licorice powder . 
every other night to insure a soft stool, to avoid injuring the 
healing surface. Compare with this result the ligature 
which entails upon the patient, if the tumors be within the 
grasp of the sphincter, or integument involved days and 
nights of agony, or morphine with the cathartic at the end _ 
and more agony. To many people itis nota simple thing 
to keep the towels bound up for six or eight days. We can- 
‘not compare the clamp operation with the injection method, 
because the latter is only used in the small internal variety, 
and the favorable result more a matter of good luck than 
certainty. 


‘ 


: 


“ 
=". 


+,” 


IN DiarrHa@a.—Dr. Terry’s indications for cotoin 
in diarrhoea are painless stools, followed by tenesmus, the | a Hi 
Stools being bilious in character. He has cured with it | a 
in the third trituration, when croton tiglium failed in this a 
trouble.—WNorth American Journal of Homeopathy, February. 
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 
By GEORGE WIGG, M.D. 


[ Delivered at the Fourteenth Annual Session of the Homeopathic Medical Society 
of the State of Oregon, held at Portland, Tuesday, May 13, 1890.] 


LaDIES AND GENTLEMEN—Time, ever swiftly rolling onward 
with its burden of care, as well as of joys and pleasures, hag 
again favored us with another opportunity of meeting together 
to exchange fraternal greeting, and review our labors of the 
past twelve months. With some of us these golden moments 
will pass—are passing—rapidly away with each changing 
year. Such being the case, let us make the most of our time 
in giving and receiving ali the good in our power. We are 
assembled at this time under circumstances of no ordinary 
character. Peculiarly blessed at the hands of the Great 
Physician, in the enjoyment of full health and strength, and 
of our reasoning faculties, blessed in our basket and in our 
store, in our going out and in our coming in—let us, then, 
with thankful hearts look up to the giver of all good, and 
invoke his sanction and blessing upon all we may do at this 
meeting; may he, who is tke fountain-head of all wisdom, 
expand our minds, enlighten our understandings, so that we 
may the better grasp the great problem of restoring the sick 
to health. 

Since our last meeting, two of our number have fallen 
from the ranks of homceopathy in this State—Dr. Pohl, late 


Portland, and Dr. Risdon, late of Salem. At an hour they 


were not aware of, their spirits took their departure from 
the tenements of clay. We shall not see their faces nor hear 
their voices in our midst again; but in the deathless here- 
after, our spirits, with theirs and Hahnemann’s, Dunham’s, 
Hering’s, and a host of others who have departed from the 


battle-field of life, shall walk together the palace of the skies; 


for we know there is something that lives—the dust can 
but cover its dust. 

In taking a retrospective view of the past twelve months, 
we stand awe-stricken as the panorama passes before the 
mind’s eye. City after city has been laid low by the devour- 
ing element, fire. Thousands of human lives have been 
sacrificed in that ever-restless element, water; while catas- 
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trophies from other causes have been legion. Yet, amidst: 


it all, the physician has calmly performed his mission of toil 


and mercy, and homceopathy has brought forth — blocks 
for the temple of the Art of Healing. 


For fourteen years this Society has annually congregated, 


and the results of these gatherings are manifest in all parts 


of Oregon. Already there are thousands of persons living 


in Oregon who can testify to the superiority of homozopathy 


over every Other known system of medicine. This fact 
ought to stimulate us to still greater effort in behalf of those 
grand truths which it teaches. I repeat—‘‘those grand 
truths.” For when Samuel Hahnemann, in the year 1796, 
announced to the world the law of similie, he proclaimed a 
truth high as heaven, deep as hell, and lasting as eternity; 
and because of this truth he was hated by physician and 
apothecary alike, and in some kingdoms his practice was 


interdicted by law, and the law went so far as to forbid him 


dispensing his own remedies. KE 

How much better it would have been for humanity at 
large had the old-school doctors assisted Hahnemann in his 
search for proof of the law he taught! * Hahnemann threw 
down the gauntlet when he said: ‘‘ Either prove or disprove 
the truth of what I say. 
publish it to the world.” lbBut, instead of doing so, they 
heaped upon that head which was the peer of them all, cal- 


umny; and, not content with that, they drove him from the 


land of his birth, causing him to become a stranger in a 
strange land. No doubt he thought, as he turned his back 
upon his native land, Was ever grief like unto mine? But 
knowing the truth of what he taught, and seeing, away in 
the far distant gloom, faint rays of that sun which would 


arise and throw its illuminating power into the most secret 


recess of allopathic ignorance and deceit, he, like a well-in- 
flated balloon in a calm atmosphere, moved smoothly through 


it all, landing at last triumphant, and to-day he, though 


dead, lives as ‘‘Hahnemann the Conqueror.” His enemies 
might down him, stone him, yea! have slain him, his blood 
would only have given nourishment to his convictions, and 
the truth he had already proclaimed would have still grown 
and reflected back upon their guilty conscience—the law, 
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If true, acknowledge it; if false, — 
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‘‘similia similibus curantur,” which even now haunts and 
troubles them. 

In the year 1834 homceopathy was represented by an old- 
school doctor as being nothing but a frightful abortion, with 
a big body, goat hoofs, crooked arms and long fingers, foxes’ 
eyes, donkeys’ ears and a hydrocephalic head, and, like every 
other work of deceit and darkness, must of itself fall to the 


ground. 
And ’twas thus they shouted and they spouted; 
Then they spouted and they shouted; 
But the people jeered and blouted 
At their damned infernal lies. 


Had it been in the power of the allopaths to have done so, 
they would have burned Hahnemann and his adherents at 
the stake. Even to-day, are they not plotting the destruction 
of the name Homceopathy—and no stone will they leave un- 
turned that will help them in their work of persecution. 
But homeopathy is powerful, and, being founded upon truth, 
cannot be destroyed. | 

In.an article published in the Medical World of January, 


1890, Vol. VIII, page 24, the editor, in speaking of the 


homeopathic law of cure, says: ‘‘A prudent man will not 
fasten himself to any so-called law of cure, because no such 
law exists.” Great God! what an expression. ‘‘No law.” 
A world of men, women and children bowing beneath the 
curse of disease, and.an army of noble-minded physicians 
toiling incessantly to find the best ways and means by which 
disease may be cured, life prolonged and sorrowful hearts 
made happy, and ‘‘no law.”” Go! stand at the base of yon 
snow-capped mountain—watch those little streamlets creep- 
ing from their white bed, see them form into brooks, then 
watch the brooks as they form into creeks, the creeks into 
rivers, and the rivers into the grand old ocean—there form- 
ing a highway for the commerce of the whole world, and ‘‘no 
law.” Again, watch the sun as it rises on a bright July morn- 
ing, gilding the rosy-fingered morn with its crimson; OF 
the moon, as it climbs from behind yon hill, veiled in the 
silvery mist of night; or if you please, you may watch the 
great bear as he swings in his circle around the polar star, 
and ‘‘no law.” Then go and stand by the bed of those sul- 
fering from disease and tell me, if there is ‘‘no law”, why in 
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typhoid fever one tongue is dry and brown with a red streak 
in the middle, and another red, dry, cracked and stiff; or why 
one is white and another yeilow? Why is it in scarlet fever, 
one’s tongue is of a deep, red color, covered all over with 
white blisters, and another’s white with red edges? If there 
is ‘‘no law,” how comes it that in rheumatism, one’s pains are 
aggravated by cold, and better by warmth, and another's is 
made worse by heat, and cease altogether by the application 
of cold, or why is one’s pains aggravated by motion, and an- 
other’s by rest? 


Ladies and gentlemen, there is a law, and you know it; 
and this law of cure is as universal as the universe. How a 
physician, ignorant of this law, must grope around the sick 
form of his patient, as gropeth the blind, and know not at 
what they stumbles Remember, that ignorance of how to 
apply this law in disease, does not destroy it. See yon 
powerful engine, that by a well-known law can be made to 
attain a speed of one hundred miles per hour; yet ignorance 
of the law of evaporation and condensation, on the part of 
the engineer, may cause its boiler to explode, and scatter 
death and destruction all around it, but the bursting of the 
boiler would not destroy the law that should have governed 
it. So with the homceopathic Jaw of cure, it will do for the 
sick what no other known law can accomplish; yet for lack of 
knowledge in its application, death may result. 


In the Monday issue of The Uregonian, January 20th, is an 
article from the pen of Dr. Van Dike, of Grant’s Pass, Ore- 


gon, in which he states that ‘‘there is no allopathic doctors, | 


allopathic teachers, and never has been; we simply call our- 
selves regular practitioners.” But the Doctor does not 
inform us in what he or his school is regular, nor upon what 


grounds they have arrogated unto themselves such a ridicu- 


lous claim. Further on he informs us ‘‘ that the falsely- 
called allopaths, have made all the great improvements and 
discoveries in medicine, surgery ard the allied sciences, and 
McDowell, Sims, Biglow, Sager, Gross and the other illus- 
trious men in medicine and surgery belonged to the so-called 
allopathic school. Show me such an array of names in any 
Other school, and I will show you a few white blackbirds.” 
We know the above named gentlemen to be men of eminence 
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among their professional brethren, and we know further, . 
that Samuel Hahnemann, the founder of the homeopathic. 
school of medicine, was the peer of them all; and it was. 


Hahnemann, and such men as Hufeland, Guernsey, Lippe, - 


Boenninghausen, Wesselhceft and a host of others, not mem- 
bers of the allopathic school, that done, and are still doing 
more to bring order out of medical chaos than any other — 
men in this, or any other age. These men brought the truths 
of homeopathy to bear with such force against the. citadel 
of the old-school of medicine, as to cause its ponderous 
machine to move forward, and to-day, one can hear the grat- 
ing of its bearings, as friction takes off the rust and dust 
of ages. | | 

The influence of homceopathic teachings and practice on 
the allopathic school of medicine has been such as to con- 
strain them to relinquish those barbarous methods which 
were in vogue before the days of Hahnemann. Had home- 
opathy accomplished nothing more than this, and could it 
claim no more favorable results in the treatment of the sick 
than the allopaths, even then it still ranks pre-eminent in 
medicine. 

At the fifteenth session of the State Legislature, an act was 
passed regulating the practice of medicine and surgery in 
this State. This act gave the Governor vower to appoint 
three persons from the most competent physicians living in 


‘Oregon. The Governor, for some reason known Only to 


himself, appointed three allopathic physicians, and in so 
doing, had given to the State a one-legged Medical Board of 
Examiners with power to issue certificates to any person or 
persons, who, in their judgment are qualified to practice 
medicine and surgery. Now we would like to know by what 
means this one-legged Board is going to test the qualifica- 
tions of homeopathic physicians, seeing the Board itself is 


' as ignorant of the law of the homeopathic art of healing 


as a sturgeon is of the ten commandments; for hommopathy 
is not taught in their colleges, neither will they allow their 
students to investigate it. Hence, I say that the three gen- 
tlemen composing the Medical Examining Board of the State 
of Oregon, being ignorant of the whole science and art of 
medicine, are not qualified to judge of the ability of those 
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doctors who have graduated from homeopathic colleges, to 


practice as homeopathic physicians. 


And further, seeing 


that the allopaths are opposed to homeopathy, and hold it 
up to the world as nothing but a humbug, how can they 
conscientiously recommend a homeeopath to the people of 
this or any other State. 

And again, let us suppose that the Governor had seen fit to 
appoint three homoeopaths as medical examiners, how could 
they, not believing in the allopathic system of practice, 
recommend the students of their colleges as qualified to 
practice medicine? Suppose that at the next meeting of the 
Legislature, an act to regulate the practice of preaching in 
the State of Oregon should be passed, and the act give to 
the Governor power to appoint three clergymen from among 
the clergy living in this state—and suppose the Governor 


appointed three priests, members of the Roman Catholic 
Church, who should constitute a board of preacher examin- 


ers, with power to grant or withhold a license, just us they 
saw fit—do you think the clergymen of other denominations 
would for one moment tolerate, or submit to such a law? 
Verily, no. They would demand that each church regulate 
its own household. 

We say, give us an Examining Board composed of nine 
members, three from each of the leading schools of medicine; 
and if you will not do that, then we demand, in the name of 
freedom and righteousness, separate Examining and Licens- 
ing Boards for each of the legally-organized medical schools 
of this State. 

Need we remind our opponents that the Persian, in his 
day, had the richest, most vast empire in the world? He 
boasted that his laws were unalterable, and his wisdom so 
great that his opinions were never changed. A small but 
sturdy people arose on his borders—the Greek—subtle, sup- 
ple and great students of nature. With tents that .covered 
the land, and sails that whitened the sea, the Persians came 
on to destroy their foe. The result was Salamus and Mara- 


thon. 


In due time the Greek arose in his turn, over-ran the 


empire of his enemy without sheathing his sword, trampled 
the unalterable laws in the dust, and divided out all his 
provinces among the followers of his camp. 
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You must remember that it is no longer Samuel Hahne- 
mann fleeing before the wrath of his enemies. Homoeopa- 
thy turned its face to the face of its adversary long ago, and 
being urged on, will fight till she conquers. Like the ever- 
lasting Gospel, its power and influence is acknowledged in 
every corner of the world. Never in its history has home- 
opathy stood so high as it stands to-day; never before did 
the rich and influential give of their substance for the spread 
of its cause as they are giving now. It is here a college, 
there a hospital, and on this street an ambulance, and on 
that a free dispensary, with a large staff of physicians at work 
by day and by night. Time would fail me to tell how it is 
spreading all over the world. In Americawe have nine thou- 
sand five hundred practitioners, fifty-seven hospitals, several 
State-supported lunatic asylums, one hundred and ten soci- 
eties, twenty-six periodicals, as well as a number of annual | 
publications containing reports of transactions. ? 

The British province of Canada contains a large number 
of homceopathic practitioners, whilst in Mexico, Germany, 
Austria, Hungary, Switzerland, France, South America, Aus- 
tralia, England, China, New Zealand, Hindustan, and other 
places, the growth of homceopathy in the past few years has 
been marvelous. Gradually, at first unrecognized, sur- 
rounded by all manner of weeds, it has now grown into an 
oak of God, and suffering mankind are now healed under its 
beneficent shade. 

And now, my dear fellows, I hope that after the business 
here has been transacted, we will each return to our several 
posts of duty determined to discharge faithfully the duty we 
owe to ourselves and to our patrons. Let us strive to do all in 
our power to cuitivate a more fraternal feeling with our pro- 
fessional brethren everywhere, and, should our lives be 
spared, may we return to our next annual meeting laden 
with the garnered experience of another year, to give as a 
free contribution to the cause of homeopathy. 

' Hoping that our deliberations may be harmonious, and 
your intercourse with each other while here fraternal, I will — 
now thank you all for the courtesies you have manifested 

towards me during the two years I have presided over this 
Society, and I shall ever remember those years as ones of 
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pleasure, and pride myself in the fact that, as President of 


the Homeopathic Medical: Society of the State of Oregon, 


I presided over a society whose profession is inferior to. 
none, and whose art the noblest that ever taxes the intellect. 


of man. 


Ophthalmology and Otology. 


OonpucTED By H. C. FRENCH, M.D. 


SKIASCOPY. 


(Greek Enias, shadow,” and Enorevo, T spy,” 
‘‘examine”); also called Retinoscopy, Keratoscopy, Pupilos- 


copy, and The Shadow Test; is a method of testing the ocular: 
refraction that has at last, out of a wilderness of synonyms, 
come by consent of the best authorities to be named ‘‘Ski-. 


99 


oseopy.” The system was discovered by Cuignet, a French- 


man of Lille, in 1873, and an account of it published the 
same year in the Receutl d. Ophthalmologie, under the title of 


‘‘Keratoscopy.” Thangh not well received from its author, 
about five years later it was more successfully brought to the 


attention of the profession in the Paris clinics by Dr.. 


Megin, a pupil of Cuignet. It has found favor in England 


and America, but received the cold shoulder of the leading 


German opthalmologists. Any method of examination that 
will aid in clearing up the problem of ocular refraction, by 


removing in any measure the oculist’s dependence upon the- 
uncertain testimony of the patient, as in children, and adults. 
laboring under active accommodative spasms, must prove a. 
And this desideratum we shall doubtless. 
find when we are fully acquainted with all the possibilities. 
The modus operandi is as follows: the. 


priceless boon, 


of this system. 
patient is placed in a dark room with a light a little behind 


and to one side, or above his head. You then seat yourself 
at a distance of from thirty-six to forty-eight inches in front. 
of the patient, and direct him to fix his eyes upon your fore-. 


Either a plane or 
‘concave mirror can be used. With the concave, the shadow- 


head, at a point just over the mirror. 
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moves against the mirror, (in a direction opposite to the 
movement of the mirror,) in emmetropia, hypermetropia, 
and low degrees of myopia; and with the mirror, in myopia 
of more than1 D. With the plane mirror the movements 
are reversed. The patient’s eye being in the shade, you now 
direct the light from your concave mirror into the eye to be 
examined, and slowly rotate it from side to side, when a 
more or less distinctly outlined shadow will be seen to cross 
the illuminated pupillary space; while the mirror is still 
moving change its distance from the examined eye till the 
outline of the shadow becomes clearly defined. In myopia 
of over ./5 D., the movement of the shadow will be with 
the mirror. To determine the degree of hypermetropia, plus 
glasses are held by the patient before the eye under exami- 
nation, until the shadow is slightly reversed (moves with 
the mirror); and from the lens giving this result 1 D. is sub-_ 
tracted, because the shadow will not occur till a myopia of 
that degree is artificially produced; and the resulting glass 
will be the right one. In myopia, minus glasses are used in 
the same way, only 1 D. is added to the weakest glass that 
slightly reverses the shadow (causes it to move against the 
mirror.) The glass thus obtained is the correct one. <Astig- 
matism may be determined by placing a plus 1 D. lens before 
the eye, when if it exists, the shadow will move with the 
mirror in one meridian, and against it in another. Mydriat- 
ics, though frequently of great advantage in severe spasm of 
the accommodation, are much less frequently required in 
skiascopic measurements than by the older methods. fF. 


= Colleges and Hospitals. 


WASHINGTON STATE HOMGOPATHIC SOCIETY. 


The second annual meeting of the State Homeopathic 
Society of Washington was held last evening in Odd Fel- 
lows’ hall, Tacoma. The first annual meeting was held in 
i Seattle. In the absence of President Dr. C. G. Higbee, 
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the meeting was called to order by the Vice President, Dr. a 
O. G. Root, of Seattle. | 


In opening the meeting, Vice President Root congratu- 
lated the members on the growth and harmonious working 
of the society, which now comprises thirty-five members, and 
making its influence for the good of the profession felt 
throughout the State. Previous to the formal business of 
the meeting the following papers of interest to the mem- 
bers were read: ‘‘Atrophy of the Optic Nerve,” by Dr. C. 
M. Selfridge, of Port Townsend. ‘‘ Nasal Obstructions,” 
by Dr. Kellogg, of Tacoma. ‘‘ Diphtheria,” by Dr. H. Ross, 
of Tacoma. ‘* Whooping Cough,” by Dr. Southworth, of 
Tacoma. A very interesting paper was received from Dr. 
Higbee on ‘‘ Surgical Emergencies,” as well as one from Dr. 
Selfridge, of Oakland, Cal., on ‘‘ Placenta Previa,” both 
of which were read by the Secretary. 

The following officers were elected to serve during the 
coming year: President, Dr. H. B. Bagley, of Seattle; First 
Vice-President, Dr. E. D. Olnestead; Second Vice-Presi- 
dent, Dr. W. W. Misner; Secretary, Dr. F. W. Southworth; 
Treasurer, Dr. F. A. Churchi!l. Board of Censors: Drs. 
T. M. Yound and C. A. Walsh, of Seattle; Drs. C. Munson 
and J. A. Oberg, of Tacoma; and Dr. Gerlach, of Spokane. 
The following new members were elected: Dr. F. B. Kel- 
logg, of Tacoma; Dr. C. A. Walsh, of Seattle; Dr. T. F. 
Thompson, of Snohomish; Dr. J. M. Lawrence, of Sehome. 

The late State medical law was discussed informally at 
some length, but no formal action was taken in reference to 
it, as it seemed to be the sentiment of the society to await 
the appointment of the medical board by the Governor. 
The matter was referred to the legislative committee with 
power to act if any emergency should arise. 

The following members were present, the Spokane Falls 
contingent being unable to attend: Tacoma—F. R. Hill, 

C. Munson, F. W. Southworth, W. W. Misner, J. A. Oberg, 
N. P. Chamberlain and H. Ross; Seattlh—H. B. Bagley, 
A. T. Sherman, Sarah H. Kendall, F. A. Churchill, T. M. 
Young, E. W. Young, E. G. Johnson, O. G. Root; Port 
Townsend—C. M. Selfridge. The meeting adjourned to 
meet in Spokane Falls on the second Tuesday in May nexé. 
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Editorial Notes. 


WHO ARE THE REGULARS?. 


Dr. 8S. E. Chapman, a well-known homeopathic physician 
of Watsonville, California, published some time ago an arti- 
cle under the head of ‘‘Who are the Regulars ?” which has 
stirred up the bile of the Occidental Medical Times. 


Dr. Chapman’s article gave the result of his efforts to 
obtain from ten homeopathic physicians,and the same num- 
ber of allopaths, a prescription for a case of indigestion, the 
symptoms of which were fully described by him to the 
twenty physicians consulted. Every one of the homecopaths 
advised the use of lycopodium, while the prescriptions of 
the allopaths ranged all the way from Harrison’s peristaltic 
lozenges to the most complex combination known to the 
druggist’s art. As a result of the wonderful unanimity of the 
homceopathic prescriptions and the ingenious irregularity of 
those sent by the old-school, Dr. Chapman very justly 
claimed that if either school of medicine had a right to the 
title of Regular, it was the homeopathic, and that the much- 
despised term Irregular was better fitted to the shot-gun 

methods practiced by the allopathic fraternity. 
The clear-cut reasoning of Dr. Chapman and the wide 
| publicity given to his convincing article have aroused the ire 

| of the Occidental Times, and eight pages of the June number 
‘| of that most valuable journal are devoted to an attempted 
i demolition of Dr. Chapman’s argument. Letters are pub- 

lished from seven of the ten allopaths consulted, in which 
: desperate attempts are made to defend their position and 
cast ridicule upon their homeopathic rivals. There is not 

one single argument in any of the letters printed, and several 

of them descend to the most insulting personalities to con- 

ceal their paucity of common sense. Pre-eminent among 

iis this class of letters is that of Dr. W. F. McNutt, of San 
if Francisco, a well-known disciple of the drastic schoo! of 

| -’ “medicine. Dr. McNutt’s reply is a shining example of how 
inexcusably silly and vulgar a man may become when driven 

- beyond his depth by the honest reasoning of an opponent. 
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It would be more creditable in Dr. McNutt to keep out of 
print, if his ability as a writer can find no higher plane upon 
which to exhibit itself, and much kinder in his friends of 
the Occidental Times if they would take other means to give 
publicity to the doctor’s much-vaunted pre-eminence among 
medical men. 
We will not burden our columns with extracts from the 
letters published in the Zimes, but the amount of space 
wasted by the writers in howling over the ‘‘supposititious” 
nature of the symptoms described by Dr. Chapman is really 
amusing in the face of the earnestness which they originally 
displayed in prescribing for the case when presented to them. 
Dr. I. N. Love, of St. Louis, a man evidently endowed 


with marvelous intuition, seems to have ‘‘smelled a rat,” and 


with an exquisite sense of honor, rare in this degenerate 
age, threw into the waste-basket the post-office order for 
$2.00 sent him by Dr. Chapman, and consequently the opin- 
ion of this illustrious savant has been lost to a suffering 
world. 

No such scruples seem to have actuated Dr. Bowditch, for, 


although professedly ignorant of the diseased condition he 


was requested to relieve, the $2.00 had too many charms for 
this shrewd Yankee, and he forwarded a prescription which 
he ‘‘ knew could do no harm”’—a merit, by the way, not pos- 
sessed by many of those sent by his fellow-physicians. 

Dr. Cluness deprecates the wisdom of being drawn into 
any dispute with the homcopaths. He says: ‘‘ We should 
never be impolitic enough to provoke a controversy.” The 
exquisite candor of the good doctor is very refreshing when 
contrasted with the fierce ravings of many of his fellows, 
whose pens seem to be dipped in gall whenever they are 
compelled to write the hated name homceopath. Experience 
has probably taught Dr. Cluness that the less publicity 
given to any discussion of the relative merits of these two 
systems of medicine, the better it will be for that school of 
which he is so distinguished an exponent. 7 

Dr. Samuel O. L. Potter has developed a most uncomfort- 
able heat in his discussion of this matter, but whether .it is 


from the exertion of writing his own redundant name, the 


unreality of Dr. Chapman's ‘‘case,” or the “indefensible” and 
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ridiculous prescription advised by his colleague Dr. Darby, 
is not clear upon acursory perusal of his long-winded com- 
munication. Heseems anxious, however, to ‘‘put the gloves 
on” with anyone, whatever may be the regularity of his 
medical faith. | 

The burden of all these letters, however, is the wicked 
déception practiced by Dr. Chapman in presenting a case 
having no actual foundation in fact, and thus leading these 
wise men to expose the fallacy of their so-called science. 
We fail to see how the existence or non-existence of Dr. 
Chapman’s case can cut any figure in the proposition under 
consideration. Symptoms were described by him which 
together form an exact picture of a certain pathological con- 
dition frequently met with by every physician in active prac- 
tice, and the fact that the case for which relief was asked 
and paid for was only a ‘‘supposititious” one had nothing to 
do with the genuiness of the prescriptions given. The fact 
is that our allopathic friends, nettled by the result of Dr. 
Chapman’s scheme, have been driven into a corner from 
which there is no honorable method of extrication. Under 
cover of the dust raised by their frantic kicking against Dr. 
Chapman, they hope to escape the consequences of their 

own lamentable bigotry. C. L. Tispauz, M. D. 


HOM@OPATHIC POLYCLINIC, 


No one who has not visited No. 220 Montgomery avenue 
in this city can begin to appreciate the value of the charity 
organized there by Dr. D. Albert Hiller, one of the oldest 
and best. known homeopathic physicians on the Pacific 
Coast. Recognizing the necessity of some practical means 
of reaching the great mass of suffering humanity which 
makes up a large proportion of San Francisco’s population, 
Dr. Hiller determined to devote a part of the wealth with 
which he has been blessed ‘in establishing a dispensary, 
where all forms of acute and chronic diseases can be success- 
fully and gratuitously treated in accordance with the home- 
‘opathic law. With this end in view he procured the spacious 
Duilding No. 220 Montgomery avenue, and has fitted it up, 
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at a large expense, with all the appliances necessary for the 
perfect realization of his generous purpose. The location 
is an admirable one, being in the center of one of the most 
populous districts in the city, surrounded by thousands of 
the poor and needy. ‘The crowds who have eagerly sought 
advice and treatment since the dispensary has been opened 
are the most convincing proofs of the absolute necessity of 
such an institution. The great value to homeopathy of Dr. 
Hiller’s noble charity is incalculable. Thousands who have 
had no previous knowledge of its manifold merits will there 
receive a practical demonstration of its actual superiority, 
and be taught in the most convincing manner the excellence 
of its therapeutic methods. Dr. Hiller certainly deserves 
the hearty co-operation of every homceopathic physician in 
California, for the work he is doing is entirely gratuitous. 
While he is perfectly willing to bear all the expenses of the 
undertaking, and wants no financial assistance from anyone, 
he asks, and has a right to receive, the moral support of 
every man and woman having the welfare of homoopathy at 
heart. C. L. TispaLe, M. D. © 


Correspondence. 


SAN FRANCISCO HOMGOPATHIC POLYCLINIC. 
SAN FRANCIsCo, Cal., June 17th, 1890. 


EpITORS CALIFORNIA HomaorpaTH—Owing to the general success of this ~ 


institution, since its formal opening on April 2Ist, 1890, Dr. D. A. Hiller, 


the Superintendent, has been compelled, in response to repeated requests, — 


to establish an evening hour, during which the laboring classes and others 
unable to attend during the day, may be treated. To that end, the Poly- 
clinic will be open on week days, on and after date, between the hours of 7 
and 8 P. M. Respectfully, 
| HomM@opaTHIC POLYCLINIC, 
Per BLuMg, Secretary. 


PHILADELPHIA, June 14th, 1890. 
Ep1rors CALIFORNIA Homa@opaTH—lI have recently come across a unique 


German book just published by a veteran practitioner, Doctor 8. Zopfi of 
Schwanden, Switzerland, entitled ‘‘The Healing Art”—the results of sixty 
years of practice. The first part gives the author’s views on disease, its 
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nature and some physiological and pathological theories at variance with 
commonly received ideas—the second, a resumé of his practical experience. 
From this I have culled what had the merit either of novelty or what 
seemed so to me, thinking it may interest the readers of the Homceopath, 
and can be accepted suggestively like the Clinical Items, which has always 


been a distinctive feature of THz HOM@oPATH. | 
WM. BOERICKE., 


Personals. 


Dr. T. M. Srrona, late chief of staff of Ward’s Island Homoeopathic 
Hospital, has located at Macon, Georgia. 


Dr. P. W. Poutson has removed his office from 523 Kearny street to 
526 Kearny street, just across the street. Hours, 2to4P.M. 


Dr. A. WHEELER, late of New York, is one of our latest comers. The 
doctor has opened an oflice at No. 1209 Sutter street. Telephone 2432. 


THE Allopaths recently tried to get the entire medical controlof South 


Dakota, but, owing to the united efforts of the Homceopaths and Eclectics, 
they failed. 


WE are happy to learn that Dr. C. B. Currizr has entirely recovered 


from his recent illness, and has gone East to spend a few months of rest and 
recuperation. 


Drs. BoERICKE and Dewry have removed their office and residence to 


No. 824 Sutter street, between Jones and Leavenworth. Hours 2 to 4 and 
7to8P.m, Telephone 2207. 


Drs. G. E. Davis and C. L. TIspALE have just returned from their vaca- 


tion up amongst the trout of Shasta County. We did not get any trout, but 
we shall expect to hear some fish stories. at 


Dr. H. L. Waters, the only homeopathic physician of The Dalles, 
Uregon, died recently. The Dalles is a large and growing town, and should 
not be long without a homeopathic physician. 


Dr. WILLIAM BoERICKE sails sometime this month for Europe. The 
doctor is to spend a few months studying up specialties in Vienna and Paris. 
His only regret is that we are not with him. 


Dr. E. R. BALLARD has left for a trip through Oregon and Washington, 
where he will call on many of the physicians. Give him a welcome, and, 


while about it, just hand him two dollars for a subscription to THE CALIFOR- 
NIA HOM@OPATH. 
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WE are pleased to learn that Dr. A. P. WiLi1aMson, formerly chief of 
staff of Ward’s Island Homeopathic Hospital and late first assistant physician 
at the Middletown, New York, Homeopathic Asylum, has accepted the Super- 
intendentship of the New Homeopathic Insane Asylum at Fergus Falls, 
Minneapolis. The right man in the right place. 


THE bill providing for three separate Boards of State Medical Examiners 
in New York after September Ist, 1891, to be appointed by the regents of the 
university—one Board to represent the Medical Society of the State of New 
York, one to represent the Homceopathic Medical Society of the State of 
New York; and one to represent the Eclectic Medical Society of the State of 


New York—has been signed by Governor Hill, and is now the law of the 
State. 


Book Reviews. 


The Homeceopathic Treatment of Alcoholism. By Dr. GALLAVERDIN. 
Translated from the French by I. D. Fouton,,M. D. Philadelphia: 
The Hahnemann Publishing House, 1890. . 


Our readers will be glad to know that the very interesting and sugges- 
tive work of Dr. Gallaverdin, our excellent French confrere, on alcoholism 
and its homoeopathic treatment, has been translated into model English by 
Prof. I. D. Foulon of St. Louis. Dr. Gallaverdin’s work is the outcome of 
much practical experience. He knows whereof he speaks, and his phenom- 
enal success in treating different forms of inebriety, hereditary and acquired, 
fully entitle him to be heard. The evil of intemperance and its baneful con- 
sequences are so common that a treatise like this will be welcomed alike by 
physicians and laymen, as it points out the method for a rational treatment 
of this disease, based upon law and great experience. We find incidentally 
in the present volume one of the most interesting explanations of the phil- 
osophy of the infinitesimal doses of Homoeopathy that we have ever read. 
The book is an addition to every library, and a practical manual as well. We 
bespeak for it a large saleas its merits warrant. It is published in the chaste 
and fine style characteristic of the Hahnemann Publishing House. 


Electricity in the Diseases of Women, with Special Reference to the 
Application of Strong Currents. By G. Berron Massey, M. D. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged. Philadelphia and London: F. 
A. Davis, Publisher, 1890. 230 pages, 12 mo. 


The second edition of this little book comes to us neatly bound in cloth 
and in good, clear type. The cuts are not many, but are excellent and clearly 
explained. The work is devoted mainly to the subject in hand, one short 


chapter only being devoted to the description of apparatus needed for scien- 


tifie work. Special mention is made of the incandescent electric light cur- 
rent, and instructions given for its use. The appendix is devoted to the 
graphic representation of Ohm’s Law, direction for amalgamating zines, 
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making battery fluid, etc. The chapters devoted to experiments, demons- 
trating the polar action of the galvanic current on organized tissues, are 
exceedingly clear and instructive, and cases of cure cited showing the un- 
doubted interpolar action of the galvanic current are very convincing. The 
faradic current, which seems almost to be falling into oblivion in gynecolog- 
ical work, is given merited attention and its therapeutic indications sharply 
defined. The Franklinic or static spark, also the combined galvanic and 
faradic currents, are pointed out to be of great though limited use. Apos- 
tolis’ methods are well outlined and thoroughly endorsed by the author. 
Evidently Dr. Massey is one of the many enthusiasts who have followed in 
the footsteps of the master, observing rigidly the rules laid down by him 
and meeting thereby with unqualified success. The book is invaluable to 
the physician who is on the threshold of electro-gynecology, and also to the 
general practitioner who has not time for electrical work, but who ought in 


justice to his patients know what conditions can be best controlled by elec- 
trical interference. L. 


The Electric Light, and the Storing of Electrical Energy. By GERALp 
Mo.Lioy, D.D., D. Sc. Numerous illustrations. Price 15 cents. 
New York: The Humboldt Publishing Company. 


_ his number of ‘‘The Humboldt Library of Science” contains much 
information on a subject of supreme importance to the present generation. 
Dull, indeed, must be the reader wha would fail to be instructed by the 
abundance of facts and wealth of illustrations here presented. 


Upon the Origin of Alpine and Italian Lakes; and upon Glacial Erosion. 
A series of papers by Sir A. C. Ramsay, F. R. 8., President of the 
Geological Society; JoHn BALL, M. R.I. A., F. L. 8., &o.; Sir Rop- 
ERICK Murncuison, F. R. S., D. C. L., President of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society; Prof. B. Stupmr, of Berne; Prof. A. Fayrg, of 
Geneva; EpwaRD WHYMPER. With an introduction, and notes upon 
the Origin and History of the Great Lakes of North America, by Prof. 


J. W. SPENCER, State Geologist of Georgia. New York: The Humboldt 
Publishing Co. 


The rapid progress of the science of geology at the present day justifies 
the reproduction in ‘‘The Humboldt Library” of this series of papers con- 
tributed at various times by the distinguished writers whose names are given 
above. Noone desirous of being well informed can afford to neglect this 
important study of geology, which many scientists claim disproves the 
Mosaic cosmogony. The present work is in two parts—-a double number 
and asingle number. Price for both, 45 cents. 


‘Pherapeutic Applications of Peroxide of Hydrogen and Glycozone. 
By CHARLES MARCHAND. 


This ig a most excellent little monograph, and gny one wishing it oan 
have it by sending their address with the request to No. 10 W. Fourth gtreet, 
New York, mentioning Tue Catirornn1a Homa@opatH. The information it 
contains abqut hydrogen peroxide is well worth this trouble. 
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A Treatise on Orthopedic Surgery. By Epw. H. Braprorp, M. D., and 
RoBerRT W. Lorett, M. D. New York: William Wood & Co. 


This is the most complete work on orthopedic surgery that we have yet 
geen. It does not treat simply of club-foot, Potts’ disease and bow legs, but 
goes over the whole field of joint diseases and deformities of all kinds, and 
is an invaluable work of reference for the general practitioner as well as a 
necessity for the surgeon. Itis amply illustrated, and the typographical 
work is well done, and with the name of William Wood & Co. on the back 
it is an ornament to any library. 3 


Boox Reviews. 


The Modern Theory of Heat, and The Sun ag qa Storehouse of Energy. 


By Grratp Mo.ioy, D. D., D. Sc. Price 15 cents. New York: The 


Humboldt Publishing Co. 


This work is equally as interesting as the preceding one by the aame 
author, and is gotten up in the same style. 


Health, Happiness and Longevity. By L. B. McCarty. San Francigag: 
Carson & Co. 


A very readable little work, and from which any one, doctor or laymen, 
can glean a lot of practical points on how to keep healthy, or, rather, how 
not to be sick. The hygienic observations are terse, and for a small work. it 
contains a deal of good horse sense. 


How to Preserve Health. By Louis BARKAN. American News Company. 


Another concise and useful book, a manual of Hygiene similar to the 


former, and may be read with almost equal interest and profit. 


PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 


Stricture of the Rectum: Intestinal Observation. By B, 
sry, M. D., New York. 


Apparent Cancerous Transformation of Syphiloma of the Tongue. By 
G. F. Lypson, M. D., Chicago. 


A Communication from Jack the Ripper. 
The Brooklyn Health Exhibition. 


The Value and Significance of the Red Line along the guma as q Diag- 
nostic Sign of Phthisis Pulmonalis. By Epw. R. —- M, D., 


Philadelphia. 


An able and interesting article. 


InpicaTtons For Tapacum IN Menterr’s Disease. —Laby- 
rinthine vertigo, with feeling as if sea-sick.—Dr. Terry, in 
the North American Journal of Famaapathy, February. 
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Clinical Items. 


epumeaean from the recent volume of Dr. Zopfi, Switzerland—Sixty Years 
Experience in the Healing Art.] 


Coryza with dull headache: Sabadilla. 


Chronic catarrh with loss of smell, headache and mattery 
secretion: Pulsat. anacard., nat. mm. 


Hydrocephalus: Mercur. cor., bell., nux, acon. 


Neuralgia: Zinc-sulph., full blooded individuals, also 
very sensitive persons inclined to spasms. Thuja, nit. ac., 
wandering pains. Rhus, with cramps in calves. Phosph., 
with pains in chest-walls. 


Hypochondri iusis: Aurum mur., sepia. 
Hysteria: Viola odor., when patient is constantly crying. 
Suppression of urine: Kali bich. and oat-meal tea. 
Urinary. and chest affections: Prunus. 

Prostatic complaints: Dulcam. 

Pain 1n testicle and spermatic cord: Berberis. 
Strangury after abortion: ycopod. 

Gonorrhea in women: Magnes. sulph. 
Leucorrhea in women: Magnes. sulph. 

Gleet: Sepia and tinctura sulphuris. 

Orchitis: Plumb. acet., aurum. 

Orchitis, stony hardness of testicle: Spongia. 
Hydrocele; Rhododendron. 


Pneumonia: Nux, acon., mere. cor., in alternation, every 
quarter hour. For acute stitching pains he adds acon. and 
sulph. , 


Heemorrhage of lungs: Tobacc., sulph. ac., secale. 
Meningitis spinalis: Dulcam. 


Diarrhea, early in morning: Rhus. 
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Diarrhea, chronic: Cocculus, nat. sulph. 
Diarrhea, chronic, in children: Phosph. 
Diarrhea after eating: Brom. 


Diarrhea with burning in rectum after stool: K. carb. Rou- 


tine treatment: Mercur sol., next day mercur cor., then 
oleum crotonis. | 


Diarrhea, very offensive: Kreosot. 
Diarrhea of children: Argent. nit. 


Croup: Bell., merc. cor., alternately every quarter hour; 
sometimes also ipecac. sulph. and sulph. aural. arsenic. 


Diphtheria: A cure follows within 6 days: Bell., nux, 
merc. cor., every quarter hour day and night; also (nux & 
hepar) and (nux & ars.) if called late and membrane formed. 


Tonsilitis: Ammon. mur. 


Cough with stitches in chest and profuse watery expector- 
ation, chronic without fever: Ant. sulph. aur. Squilla, only 


during day: Euphras., during night: in 
ver bascum, nit. ac. 


Old coughs: Nicotin, arnica. 


coughs with irritable larynx, spasmodic, worse even-.- 


ings and nights: Psorin. 
Cough with hectic and hemorrh: Acalypha. 
Whooping cough: Puls., sep., mere. cor. 
Hoarseness: Drosera, merc. sol. 


Phthisis pulmon.: Kali hyd., psorin, stannum, sulph. can- 
nabis. Psorin and sulph. to be given alternately every 2 
hours. But the chief curative remedies are: Kali hydr. 


and CANNABIS, 1 x of each; 4 times daily, to be continued 
several months. 


Diabetes, mel and insip: Alumen. 


Catarrh of bladder: Plumb. acet., obstinate cases with 
mucus discharge. 


Wetting of bed: Argent. nit., _——s plantago. To further 


urinary secretion: squilla. 
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Paralysis of bladder: Arsenic, phosphor, ergotin. 
Stone in bladder: Uva ursi as an infusion, sarsaparilla. 
Involuntary urination: China, nux, mercur. 

Retention: Herba lycopod. decoction., arn., secale. 


Retention with obstinate constipation: Cannabis; pain- 
ful: Staphisag., ferr. acet., conium. 


Vomiting: od, certain remedy. 
Menstrual colic: Ammon. carb. 
Hemorrhage from womb: Ratanhia. 
Cancer of womb: Kreosot. 


Senega has made some fine cures in vesical catarrh. Fre- 
quent urging to make water, scalding in urethra before and 
after urination; urine loaded with mucous threads. 


Ova ursi. Painful dysuria, with frequent but difficult dis- 
charge of a thick, soapy urine of a strong, pungent odor. 


Epigea repens (trailing arbutus) has been found beneficial 
in gravel, vesical catarrh, and enlargement of the prostate. 


Peonia is the remedy, with ratanhia, for many cases. of 
fissura ani. May be used locally and internally. 


Spongia. Rheumatic endocarditis; attacks of severe op- 
_ pression, and pain in the region of the heart; all the symp- 


toms aggravated by lying with the head low; inability to lia 
down at all. 


Graphites. Ozoena, takes cold easily. Eruption around 
arms and genitals; discharge from the nose much more fetid 
during menses. (Study also calc. nit. ac., silic. aurum.) 


Coccus cacti. Cough worse when waking; clear, barking, 


vomiting, and expectoration of a great quantity of thick, 
viscous, and albuminous mucus. 
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GELSEMIUM, JABORANDI, PaysostiaMa AND IN 
SPASM OF THE ACCOMMODATION.—Dr. George S. Norton, in 
the North American Journal of Homeopathy for February, 
relates the following case: A young lady, about twenty-five 
years of age, had myopia, 1.25 D. in right eye, 1 D. left eye, 
with frequent severe headache on one side or the other upon 
any use of the eyes. Under gelsemium the headaches wera 
relieved, and the myopia diminished to 0.75 D. right eye, 
0.25 D. in left eye. Similar results have been obtained in 
other cases. Dr. A. C. Peterson, in the O. O. and L. Jour- 
nal, first suggested its use. Jaborandi is, I believe, more 
often indicated in spasm of the accommodation than gelsem- 
ium. In the former we have, with the spasm of the ciliary 
muscle, a twitching of the lids, but not the headache, which 
is usually present when gelsemium is called for. Physo- 
stigma and eserine are very similar in their action to jabo. 
randi, and it is often impossible to differentiate them. 


Avurum MouRIATICUM IN SUPERFICIAL ULCERATION OF THE 
CornEa.—Case of old, obstinate superficial ulceration of the 
cornea, with moderate photophobia, redness and lachryma- 
tion. The patient had a cough, and the general circulation 
was poor; would not react to various remedies. 
made a rapid recovery under aurum muriaticum 3. Have 
frequently observed favorable results from this drug in 
chronic ulcerations of and limited infiltrations into the cor- 
nea. The local symptoms are not especially characteristic. 
The bone pains may be present, especially with the scrofu- 
lous or syphilitic dyscrasia. Mental depression always sug- 
gests the drug.—Dr. George S. Norton, in the North Ameri- 
can Journal of Homeopathy, February. : 


CHAMOMILLA IN Hepatic Conto.—Dr. Terry has fre- 
quently used chamomilla with success in hepatic colic. The 
French physicians. use it greatly in rheumatism’when the 
heuralgic element predominates.—North American Journal 
of Homeopathy, February. 
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GELsEMIUM IN HEADACHE, wiTH IRREGULAR ACTION OF THE 
OcutarR Muscies.—Eyes: tire upon reading or using in near 
vision; often with pains in and around eyes. Accompanying 
the asthenopic symptoms, there will usually be more or less 
dull headache over eyes, to vertex and in occiput, worse 
upon the right side. ‘These symptoms have been verified in 
a large number of cases. Onosmodium is very similar in its 
action to gelsemium, except that the former is more often 
required when the symptoms are more pronounced in and 
around the left eye, and in the left side of the occiput, and 
frequently accompanied with vertigo.—Dr. George S. Nor- 
ton, North American Journal of Homeopathy, February. 


ZincuM IN. Woodward says: ‘‘In diph- 
theritis where there seemed no hope I have found zine to 
work like magic. It is indicated when the disease, starting 
in the pharynx, goes down into the larynx, with much infil- 
tration of glands, great pallor, with very feeble and irrez- 
ular pulse, hands and feet cold, and still more definitely in- 
dicated if in addition there is delirium or coma, with severe 
prostration.”—WMedical Era, March. 


INDICATIONS FOR TABACUM IN SEA-SICKNESS.—Heat along the 
spine, from the nape of the neck down, cold perspiration, 
then vomiting.—Dr. Terry, North American Journal of 
Homeopathy, February. | 


Stipium ARSENICOsSUM.—This remedy acts only upon the 
left side of the chest, upon the heart and left lung, in peri- 
carditis, in left-sided pleurisy; in recent and old exudations; 
in desperate cases of left-sided pneumonia. Even in the 
stage of asphyxia it acts quickly and surely, but upon the 
right side of the chest it is without efficacy.—Haarer. 


Drosera. Cough, titillating, as goon as the head touches 
the pillow at night. 
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SELECTIONS. 


Selections. 


NOSODES. 
By EDWARD BAYARD, M.D., New York. 


The law of Homceopathy that ‘‘ like cures like” has been 
invoked to give authority to the practice of administering 


the product of disease to cure the same disease. These rem- 
edies have been termed nosodes. There is nothing singular 


in fact in this new word, since all the diseases flesh is heir 
to may enter into each psuedo-specific. 

Drugs have no curative or healing properties in them- 
selves, and no direct curative action, whether administered 
in homeopathic or allopathic doses. The contrary of this 


proposition cannot be maintained without establishing that 


not one but all drugs have directly opposite action in large 
and small doses; that arsenic, lachesis, belladonna, nux vomica 
and other potent drugs which, in appreciable quantities, are 
poisons, cease to be such, or in effect have a reverse action 
when used in high potencies or dilutions; and as corallary to 
this proposition it follows that between the maximum and 
minimum doses, between the poisonous and beneficial action 
of drugs, there must be some neutral point where they cease 
to have either effect, or, at least, where the effect passes 
from the deleterious to the beneficial; that drugs have posi- 
tive and negative poles, and act upon the body accordingly. 
Any attempt to establish these propositions, either in theory 
or practice, results in their refutation and rejection. On 
the contrary, the whole homceopathic materia medica, the 
whole of the symptomatology, is founded upon the inexora- 
ble law that the drug in every stage, from the crude to the 
millionth potency or dilution, possesses the same indistruct- 
ible and unvarying and unchangeable qualities and action. 
Samuel Hahnemann, the profound thinker and earnest 
searcher after truth, the discoverer of the universal law of 
Homoeopathy, has declared that ‘‘ like cures like,” not the 
same; and in that distinction,well taken, he is sustained by 
the reason of the thing. Some practitioners of Homaopa- 
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_ thy have supposed that they approached nearer the simili- 
tude when they adopted the isopathic treatment, giving the 
virus of small-pox to cure small-pox, the virus of syphilis, 
etc. Yet Hahnemann has declared that it is not the same 
that cures. He says: ‘‘The homeopathic system of medi- 
cine never pretended to cure a disease by the same, the 
identical agent, by which the disease was produced. This 
has been inculcated on the intelligent opponents often 
enough, but, as it seems, in vain. No! it only cures by 
means of our agent, never exactly corresponding to, never 
identical with the cause of the disease, but by means of a 
medicine that possesses the peculiar power of being able to 
produce only a similar morbid state, and this is the mode 
most in conformity with nature. Cannot these persons feel 
the difference betwixt ‘identical’ (the same) and similar ?” * 


The attempts to obtain from the body specifics for the dis- 
eases of the body is liable to two grave objections: 


First—It proceeds upon the erroneous assumption that 
cure is wrought by identicals, not by similars—similia, 
similibus curantur. The system always has a tendency to 
react against the morbific cause which disturbs it. The 
nosode, the same, leads this reaction into the vortex of the 
disease. When we consider the law of cure is by stimulating 
reaction through the vital force, it will appear that the tem- 
porary reaction which is aroused bythe identical must sooner 
or later be lost in the greater force already exerted by the 
disease; their actions being identical, they must unite and 
the greater absorb the less; whereas the similar raises a par- 
allel reaction which never becomes identical with or merged 
in the action of the disease, but, passing beyond it, ends in 
the equalization of the vital force, wherein the reaction 
equals the action, which is the state of perfect repose and 
perfect health. The tendency is to react against the disease; 
if these forces directly opposed to the disease are over- 
whelmed, they cannot unaided react against the disease. It 
is only by calling in aid the correlated, yet unaffected, pow- 
ers of resistance that you effect an alliance capable of suc- 
cessful reaction. To this end you administer a similar. The 


* Nota bena to Hahnemann’s Materia Medica Pura, Vol. II. 
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nearer the relations of the similar to the disease, the closer 
and more united will be the powers of reaction, the more 
speedy the cure. This power of reaction depends not upon 
the strength of the dose, but upon the exactitude of the pre- 
scription. The larger the dose, the more deleterious its 
direct action. The smallest dose compatible with the stim- 
ulus to reaction is the best. The higher the potency, the 
more speedy the reaction. It is in vain, then, to seek to 
extract from a diseased part a pure and homogenous remedy 
which will cure the same disease in others. 

Second—Even could it be done theoretically, practically 
the nosode would contain the seeds of hereditary evils which 
had no visible exponent in the diseases expressed; and while 
antidoting one disease you might inoculate with the virus of 
many others. To avoid this danger, the cow-pox was substi- 
tuted for the small-pox. There are fewer hereditary diseases 
among animals, and of these, few are common to humanity. 
By the use of these nosodes, Homeopathy would justly 
incur the reproach of ‘‘monstrous polypharmacy,” which Sir 
John Forbes hurled at the allopathic school, of which he 
was one of the heads. | : 

It is true that the nosode does make a new impression, 
and arouses a temporary reaction; but it is soon overdone 
by the more powerful action of the disease. From its nature 
it cannot complete a cure; it cannot destroy what-it has 
created. The gain is illusory, and the danger of transplant- 
ing the seeds of hidden hereditary evils should be a suffi- 
cient deterrent for every true physician. 

In his inaugural address delivered before the Health Con- 
gress at Brighton, England, Dr. W. B. Richardson said, 
speaking of hereditary diseases: 

‘‘T am satisfied that quinsy, diphtheria, scarlet fever, and 
even what is called brain fever and typhoid, are often of 
hereditary character. I have known a family in which four 
members have suffered from diphtheria, a parent having had 
the same affection, and probably'a grandparent. I have 
known a family of which five members have at various peri- 
ods suffered from typhoid, a parent and grandparent having 
been subject to the same disease. I have known a family in 
which quinsy has been the marked characteristic for four 
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generations. These persons have been sufferers from the 
disease named without any obvious contraction of the dis- 
ease and without having any comparisons in their sufferings. 
They were, in fact, predisposed to produce the poisons of 
the diseases in their own bodies, as the cobra is to produce 
the poisonous secretion, which, in this case, is a part of its 
natural organization.— Proceedings J. H. A. 


INDICATIONS FOR PULSATILLA AND Kati BICHROMICUM IN GoN- 
ORRHEAL RAEUMATISM.—Dr. Schatt says: ‘‘Pulsatilla for 
gonorrheal rheumatism aggravated by warmth, ameliorated 
by cold and pressure; must move about, no relief from mo- 
tion; pains erratic. Kali bichromicum, wandering rheumat- 
ic pains; pains in small spots, the size of a ten-cent piece; 
always better from warmth.”—WMedical Era, March. 


Verpasoum THapsus IN Hamorruoips.—Dr. Samuel A. 
Jones gives the following indications for verbascum hemor- 
rhoids: Inflamed and very painful piles; scanty evacuation 
of feces in small, hard bits, like sheep’s dung, with press- 
ing; frequent or copious urination. This is also a pain. in 
the belly that extends deep down, causing a contraction of 


the sphincter and a transient call to stool.— Homeopathic 
Recorder, March. 


GELSEMIUM AND IGNATIA IN AFFECTIONS OF CIGAR-MAKERS.— 
Dr. Terry, who has been practicing for twelve years in Cuba, 
says that impotence, palpitation, and dyspepsia, with .pyro- 
sis are frequently observed. ‘The best remedies are gelsem- 
ium for the neurotic symptoms and ignatia for the gastric 
ones.—North American Journal of Homeopathy, January. 


A Possist—E Remepy 1n AnainA PectToris.—Immediately 
after being stung by a scorpion, the individual has an in- 
tensely acute pain in the heart. The poison ought, therefore, 
. if potentized, to be a valuable remedy in angina pectoris — 
North American Journal of Homeopathy, February. — 
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